
www.heatworld.com 27 October – 2 November 2012

“We’re going to lose  
our virginities to each 
other tonight, aren’t we, 
darling?” Mark Wright 
asks his “work wife”  
Zoe Hardman in front  
of heat’s photographer  
at our photoshoot. We’ve 
dressed Mark and Zoe  
in ’80s prom outfits  
and they’re finding the 
whole thing – and each 
other – hilarious. 

The two hosts of Take Me 
Out: The Gossip are both 
ridiculously good-looking 
in the flesh. Even when 
wearing wonky glasses 

and a dad-wig, Mark, 24, 
looks hilariously buff, like 
a badly disguised Clark 
Kent. And Zoe, 29, must be 
one of the few women in 
the world who can pull off 
a shoulder-length blonde 
perm. “We are losing our 
virginities later,” Zoe 
agrees. “And it’s fine, 
because we’re in love.”

Actually, they’re not  
in love – or so they keep 
protesting – but we’re not 
convinced. Ever since  
we arrived at the studio, 
they’ve been lovely to 
everyone, but most of all to 

each other. They flirt, laugh 
and tease as if they’ve 
been best mates for years, 
rather than just since they 
began working together. 

Friends with, er, 
benefits? This is Mark 
“The Shark” Wright we’re 
talking about, after all. 
Zoe insists not. Not even 
one tiny snog after a few 
cocktails in the ITV bar? 
“Ha! No, never. It would  
be way too weird,” she 
reckons. Disappointing. 
But apparently they have 
shared the same bed… 

We drag them off to  

a quiet corner to grill  
them on first impressions, 
sharing said bed and 
dating. But first there  
are a few things we need 
to take Mark to task on…

So, Mark. Hollywood 
Nights. It wasn’t your 
finest body of work…
Mark: Yeah, but the 
viewing figures stayed the 
same and my Twitter feed 
loved it. They’re always 
going to try and knock you 
down, especially when 
you’re doing well, but I can 
understand why they 
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didn’t like it because the 
first episode wasn’t right. 
It was a learning curve, 
and we learned a lot. I’m 
proud of the show. I’m 
leaving Reality TV behind 
me now, though.
Do you miss TOWIE?
M: Um… no, I don’t. I loved 
it, and I love what it’s done 
for me, but… How do I say 
this? I don’t miss being in  
it – it was a big stress in my 
life. That wasn’t me. I put 
on a character to entertain 
and they edited me in such 
a way that I was the villain. 
That’s the main reason  
I went on I’m A Celebrity…, 
so people could see the 
real me before I started 
presenting. 
And you won’t ever 
return to the show?
M: Never. I have  
a motto in life: once  
you go forward, you don’t 
go back. My life’s not in it 
any more. Those girls are 
genuinely not in my life 
any more, so that’s that.
So you’re no longer in 
touch with Lauren?
M: Not one bit.

Not at all?
M: Nope.  
The whole 
conversation 
literally bores 
me, I’ve been 
asked about it so 
many times. I’m 
still getting asked 
and it’s been a 
year and a month 
since we split up. 
It’s like, “Come 
on!” I don’t know 
what’s going to 
stop people 
asking? Maybe 
me being with 
someone else?
It’s because it 
feels like there’s 
unfinished business 
between you. You can 
understand why we’re 
still interested, though?
M: When people used  
to ask, I would totally 

he was bright and 
confident and he’d get it.
M: She was actually 
anxious, because she’d 
been telling everyone how 
much she fancied me and  
I had no idea. So when  
I got the job, she was like, 
“Oh my God, it’s him!”
Z: That’s absolute  
bullshit! Although I have 
seen him in his pants,  
to be fair.
M: Yeah, whenever I’m 
getting changed, she just 
appears out of nowhere, 
saying, “I’m just getting 
something...”
You guys get on 
ridiculously well…
Z: I feel like I’ve known  
him for years. And we  
tell each other secrets.
M: I told Zoe something 
last week that I’ve never 
told anyone else. And we 
argue like brother and 
sister – but we brush it 
straight off afterwards.
No romance, then?
Z: Of course he’s not  
a bad-looking bloke, but 
it’s never been like that.
M: Yeah, obviously she’s 
very good-looking. When  
I found out I’d got the job,  
I Googled her straight 
away and thought,  
“This could be good.”
Z: “The new Mrs Wright” 
– that’s what he was 
actually thinking.
M: We joke about being 
together, all the time.
Z: And we send each  
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is not in
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SpOOked
■ Mark: 
“Look, I’m  
a vampire”
Zoe: “No”

understand why. I was  
still hung up on it and 
trying to get over her, so  
it was a relevant subject. 
But now it’s not even a 
subject. She’s a girl who 
used to be in my life, who’ll 
never be in it again. Just 
like other exes. It’s like 
Lucy [Mecklenburgh] 

is just another girl who 
used to be in my life.
So, Zoe, being a 
professional presenter, 
how did you feel when 
you first heard that Mark 
had got the job? Did you 
worry he’d be rubbish?
Zoe: No, because I’d 
watched TOWIE, so I knew 
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other text messages.
M: Naughty ones.
Z: No, not naughty  
ones, just banter.
M: I call her “Wifey”  
and ask when we’re 
getting married.
Z: Actually, Mark said to 
me the other day, “If you 
get to age 40 and I get to 
35 and we’re both single, 
we’ll get married.”
You’re each other’s 
back-up plan, then?
Z: Yes, but that’s ten years 
away for me. I’ll be dried 
up by then. Cheers, Mark. 
M: [Laughs.]
So, if you’re not seeing 
each other, who are  
you dating?
M: I am totally single.
Z: Me, too.
M: Believe it or not,  
I’m not that confident  
at asking girls out.  
I don’t really date a lot  
and I don’t sleep about. 
I’ve never been one of 
those confident people 
who can just chat up 
random girls.
That’s bollocks…
M: I mean it! Really. I’m 
like, “What shall I say? 
What shall I say?” I’ll  
chat to girls I’ve been 
introduced to and who  
I already know, but if I see 
a gorgeous girl, I won’t  
just go up to her and  
start talking.
Z: Mark just needs a really 
down-to-earth, lovely, 
normal, funny girl…
M: So, if you’re out there…
Z: Get in touch. Here’s his 
number: 07… [Laughs.]
What kind of girls are  
you into at the moment?
M: Brunettes. Definitely.  
I like curves on a girl. 

Curvy girls. Nice bum and 
big legs. Muscular or big.  
I just like big thighs. I don’t 
know why. The bigger the 
better! Big legs – I love that.
Does plastic surgery  
put you off? 
M: Yeah. It never used  
to. I used to love it when  
I was young. I don’t hate  
it now, but I’d just rather 
girls were real.
You’ve met a lot of  
celebs – do you guys  
still get star-struck?
Z: I interviewed Tom 
Cruise. That was weird.
M: Did you? That’s wicked.
Z: He actually looks really 
amazing, but very plastic 
in real life. It was a bit odd.

M: Plastic?
Z: He looks like a Ken doll. 
Like a waxwork model. But 
he was super-nice. His PR 
said, “You can have one 
question,” and Tom Cruise 
went, [puts on American 
accent] “She can have  
as many questions as  
she likes…”
M: Mine was when I met 
David Beckham at the 
Military Awards. I know 
Jamie Redknapp really 
well, because I used to  
play for Tottenham with 
him [Mark was in the Spurs 
youth team], and I looked 
over my shoulder and he 
was talking to Beckham. 
Jamie shouted, “Oi, 

Wrighty, over here,” so  
I was just talking to Jamie 
with Beckham standing 
there. It was so weird. In 
the end, I turned around 
and said, “I don’t usually 
do this, but please can  
I have a picture?” And  
he went, “Sorry, I don’t  
do photos.” I was like, 
“Oh…” Then he went,  
“Only kidding!” and we 
had a photograph. He 
looked at it and asked me, 
“Who’s the best-looking?” 
I didn’t comment.
Z: As much as I love you,  
I can tell you it was him.
Zoe, have you ever  
been to Mark’s house?
Z: I have. My favourite bit 
is the walk-in wardrobe.
M: It’s got spotlights  
and everything.
Z: I’m so jealous.
M: I don’t know if  
I should say this… 
Shall I tell them 
about you coming  
to my house?
Z: You’re going  
to anyway, right?
M: Yeah. Zoe 
stayed over.  
In my bed. 
Hold on, Zoe 
stayed at 
your house? 
In your bed?
M: Nothing 
happened!
Yeah, right!
M: We just  
put a DVD  
on and then 
fell asleep. 
[Turns to Zoe.] 
Didn’t you get 
out, though?
Z: Well, I tried to 
get out. But you 
were like, “It’s alright,  
I’m going to roll over,”  
and I said, “You’re snoring, 
this is hideous!”

“I’ve 
seen 
Mark in 
his pants”
– Zoe
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Just good friends?

hugS

lap

lOlS

daNceS

■ Having  
a chuckle together 

on This Morning

■ Just two 
colleagues getting 

a cab to work…

■ Zoe was Mark’s 
main squeeze 

at the Woman In 
Black premiere  

in January

M: [Laughs.] You know 
when you wake up a bit 
delirious sometimes?  
I thought she kept rolling 
over because she was hot,  
so I got up and was trying 
to take her top off…
Right…
Z: And I was like, “Get  
off! Get off me! Just  
stop snoring!”
M: I was like, “It’s not 
because I’m snoring, it’s 
because you’re hot. Take 
your jumper off.” That’s 

going to be the headline, 
right? “Mark tried to get 
Zoe’s top off in his sleep.” 
[Laughs.]
Z: In the morning, you 
were like, “Did I try to  
strip you last night?”
You guys should just  
do it and get it out of 
your system…
Z: Only if things get 
desperate. Right, Marky?

Watch Take Me Out: The 
Gossip, ITV2, Saturdays
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