I would love t
be a BGT judg
jimmy carr

The gag machine talks to Jo Usmar about
reality shows, joke battles and that laugh

H

eat is on tenterhooks. “It’s Jimmy
Carr,” says a familiar voice over the
phone. “I hear you were trying to
call me.” We pause, ready for the
punchline. Which doesn’t arrive. Jimmy
Carr – comedian, panel show host and master of the
side-parting – is just stating a fact: we were trying
to call him, and here he is politely calling us back.
It’s hard not to expect everything he says to be
a joke. This is the guy who famously reels off at
least 300 gags per gig and is generally accepted
to be the deadpan king of the edgy one-liner. The
41 year old not only hosts Channel 4’s quiz show
8 Out Of 10 Cats and current affairs programme
10 O’Clock Live, he relentlessly tours up and
down the country and his DVDs are guaranteed
bestsellers. Yes, he’s a bona fide funnyman and,
it turns out, a very friendly one, too. Jimmy talks
us through the joys of eyebrow humour, his celeb
pals (he’s played tennis with Elton John, get him)
and why he’d be rubbish on BGT...
You started doing stand-up at the grand
old age of 26. Was it terrifying?
No! It was terrifying getting up at 6am and
going to work. If you don’t like what you do,
that’s terrifying: “Oh my God, I’ve got to do
this for another 40 years.” Jesus.
Are you talking about when you worked in
marketing [he worked for Shell in the ’90s]?
Yes, marketing. Nonsense. Although, it’s the same
kind of thing as comedy – telling lies to strangers.
During gigs, do you get obsessed with the one
person who’s not laughing?
Oh yeah. I think there’s a bit of you that keeps your
ego in check, so if 2,000 people are laughing you
have to find someone who isn’t and try to make
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them laugh. I had it once in Montreal. This guy was
just stony faced throughout, and I’d had a good
show. Afterwards, he came up to me and I thought
he was going to say, “That was disgusting, I did not
agree with it. You’re not a comedian,” but he said in
this adorable broken English/French accent, “I am
just learning English. I have to really concentrate,
but you are my favourite comedian.” It just goes to
show that some people aren’t big laughers. They
don’t guffaw and fall over. They just enjoy the show.
They’re laughing on the inside?
Well, that sounds bad. If I say, “Oh yeah, everyone
was laughing on the inside. Sure, I had a great gig,”
I would sound mental.
What’s been your worst gig?
People imagine that being heckled is bad,
but it’s an awful lot of fun. The worst gigs are the
ones that are just OK. The ones that are special
are the ones that are either really good or really
bad, like when someone throws something or goes
crazy. If you get someone crazy in the audience
you have to up your game. There’s a thing in
comedy when you can either be on your toes or
your back feet. When you first come onstage,
you’re on your toes – you’re trying to win them over
– and sometimes you relax onto your heels. It’s nice
sometimes to be literally kept on your toes waiting
for the next thing to happen.
So you enjoy a good heckle?
Yes! I love a good heckle. I remember when
I started, I used to walk on and think people
went, “Oh God, who’s this guy? Why is he wearing
a suit? He’s too posh for this,” and then I’d try to
win them over. My style of comedy was born out
of insecurity. I was doing three jokes a minute,
so if they didn’t like that joke I’d be like, “Don’t
worry, there’s another one along soon!”

