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ANYONE FOR TENNIS?
■ With some other famous
tennis pals (who aren’t Elton)
at Wimbledon this year

Have you ever responded to
a heckle and it’s fallen flat?
God, yeah. But then, sometimes,
if a heckler gets a big laugh I’ll give
them a round of applause.
Do you have any surprising
celebrity fans?
I’m not sure what you would
consider surprising, but Stephen
Hawking came to a gig.
That’s surprising!
You do actually sound genuinely
surprised. Yes, he came to a show.
It was only round the corner from
his house, so of course he came.
He’s a friend. He’s got a very good
sense of humour.
Have you ever had a bad
experience with a celeb
you’ve joked about?
I’ve had very good experiences
with celebrities. People I’ve made

“ELTON JOHN IS PROPERLY
GOOD AT TENNIS ”
terrible jokes about come up and
say, “Alright?” and are fine with it.
Because my stuff is so clearly
“a joke” – a verbal construct – it’s
not like a strong opinion piece.
It’s different for observational
comics. If John Bishop – not that
he would because he’s a very
nice man – said, “I f***ing hate
him,” you’d think he really meant
it, whereas with me, you
think, “Oh, he just did
a one liner about Simon
Cowell’s moobs”. As if
Simon would give a f***.

Is it true that you play tennis
with Elton John and Jonathan
Ross and if so, who’s better?
I played Elton once. He was better
than me – he was amazing. He was
properly, properly good
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■ With his girlfriend
of 12 years, TV exec
Karoline Copping

at tennis. Surprisingly good. It was
a couple of years ago now, but it
was fun. I play Jonathan a lot. He’s
probably better than me at the
moment, but normally we’re even.
Exercise brings us smoothly
onto another topic: weight.
You lost a lot a few years ago.
How did you do it?
I stopped eating in the evenings.
I did that really old-fashioned
thing that nanas say: breakfast
like a king, lunch like a duke and
dinner like a pauper. Not going to
bed with a full stomach – maybe
having a little soup or something
in the evening for supper. It really
seems to work. Because I work
nights, I was eating at 12midnight
or 1am. Try buying a salad at
midnight – it can’t be done. You’re
either going to be eating a burger,
a kebab or a pizza.
Also, you don’t drink, do you?
I started drinking again maybe
two years ago. I didn’t drink for
about ten years – just because
I was busy. Now I’m kind of taking
it easy a little bit. Well, easier.
I really enjoy a drink now –
Guinness is my thing. I don’t drink
much. If you don’t drink anything
for ten years and then get back
on it you have no tolerance
whatsoever. It’s hilarious.
You just fall over immediately.
So do you think you’ve
relaxed more recently?
A little bit. I think I’ve dared
to dream that this could be
more than a blip.
Really? Only now after
all this time?
Yeah, I’m like, “Is this my job? Like,
my real job?” I know it seems like
a long time to realise that, but
the first couple of years you are
going, “Well, this is lovely, but at
some point I’m going to have to
turn up back at work, surely?”
Have you ever been asked
to perform anywhere weird?
Not that I’ve accepted. But then
I view Strictly as weird. “Do you
want to go and be a ballroom
dancer?” No, I’m not qualified.
“What are you talking about?”
Why would I want to be
a ballroom dancer? “Oh, there
will only be ten million people
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